10th anniversary edition

416 Toronto Creative Improvisers Festival

This year marks the tenth anniversary of the 416 Toronto Creative Improvisers Festival. Started in 2001 as a counterbalance to the lack of innovative music programming at the Toronto Jazz Festival, the 416 Festival has provided an encompassing ‘snapshot’ of the creative improvised music scene in Toronto.  It continues to bring together performers from diverse niches and to give audiences a real feel for this vibrant artistic community. The anniversary edition will give audiences a panoramic overview of the Toronto improvised music scene that includes founding fathers of the musical genre and some of the younger, most creative practitioners in country. The festival returns to the Tranzac Club, 292 Brunswick Avenue, November 16 to 20, 10 pm to 1 am. 
416-2010 opens on Tuesday, November 16, with the Canadian Creative Music Collective (CCMC), that has been at the forefront of free improvisation in Canada since its earliest days. It features Paul Dutton voice; internationally renown artist Michael Snow piano/synthesizer; John Oswald alto saxophone.  Also performing the same night will be an original member of the CCMC, vocalist Nobuo Kubota, playing with computer-controlled sampling wizard, Eugene Martynec.  

This year, the festival also features well established but seldom heard artists like Gayle Young and Reinhard Reitzenstein, emerging musicians like the percussion duo Octopus, noise music icon Knurl, solid jazz-based ensembles with new recordings just released like Free Boat Rentals and Red Blue Green and genre-defying groups like Nilan Perera’s rEDwIREaRCHaNGEL.  Some of Canada’s finest improvisers create their music in real time, on the spot, never to be repeated or heard again.  Each set is one-of-a-kind. We call it “The best music you’ve never heard”. 
The festival runs Tuesday to Thursday and Saturday, November 16-18 & 20, featuring three groups per night and starting at 10 p.m. On Saturday morning from 10 to noon, there will be a special workshop to explore free-improvisational  music techniques, in partnership with the Toronto Public Libraries, Palmerston Branch, 590 Palmerston Avenue, lead by Rod Campbell, custodian of the Improvisors Pool. The workshop is open to all regardless of age or musical ability and training, and free of charge. 
More info, photos and audio samples are available at www.416festival.com 

